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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND 
REQUEST FOR INITIALED FORM PTO-1449 

Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non-patent 
literature are enclosed. Copies of any listed U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications 
can be provided upon request. 

Submitted herewith is an English translation of the following foreign language 
references, or portions thereof: 



Desig. ID 


Source 


AL 


Japan 2000-1 82768 - English Abstract and family to U.S. 
Patent No. 6,447,934 (Desig. ID "AA"). 



This statement is being filed after a final Office action or a Notice of Allowance, but 
before payment of the issue fee. Each item of information in this statement, with the exception 
of reference Desig. ID "AA", (/) was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated March 11, 2008, which is not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, and (if) was not first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application which was more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this statement. Reference Desig. ID "AA" is an English- 
language document corresponding to reference "AL", and is cited in accordance with MPEP 
609.04(b)(V). 

Note, applicants must pay the issue fee by April 30, 2008, so the examiner's prompt" 
attention to this matter would be appreciated. 
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Also, upon reviewing the file, applicants noted that they have not received an initialed 
copy of the enclosed PTO Form 1449 that accompanied an information disclosure statement filed 
January 16, 2003. Applicants' records show that this information disclosure statement complied 
with 37 CFR 1 .97. Thus, we respectfully request that the examiner initial and return this form as 
soon as possible. 

The $180 late submission fee under §1.1 7(p) is being paid concurrently herewith on the 
Electronic Filing System (EFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization. Please apply any 
other charges or credits to Deposit Account No, 06-1050. 
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